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Limelight Theatre, a newcomer on the Washington-
Baltimore theater scene dedicated to the musical stage, is
only in its second season. Yet it seems to have been born
full-grown, capable of proffering a production of Jason
Robert Brown's challenging 2002 musical The Last Five
Years that works on every level. Brown's show, a succes
d'estime but not a commercial hit, lasted only two months
on Broadway. Limelight's production makes clear why the
critics loved it - and why the public should not miss the
local revival.

Five Years tells the story of a relationship from first kiss to
divorce, following the perspectives of the man and the
woman involved from chronologically opposite standpoints.
The story of writer Jamie (John Loughney), goes forward
in time, while that of actress Cathy (Carolyn Myers) goes
backwards. They occupy the same scene at the same
point in the show only at the midpoint of the relationship,
their wedding. So with Cathy's half of the show we are
following the track of Stephen Sondheim's Merrily We Roll
Along or Harold Pinter's Betrayal, knowing, as we see

anything hopeful or happy, that it all ends in tears (tears we have already witnessed).
With Jamie's half we are seeing the shadows lengthen - just as the contrapuntal excitement of
new love from Jamie's side of the stage is reminding us how promising it all was when it
began. It's a terrific stunt in terms of keeping the audience churning with conflicting emotions.

Does it actually afford any insights that a more conventionally told tale would not? In one
sense no, because there isn't enough information imparted about why the marriage collapsed.
Yes, Jamie has an affair. But the affair begins after Cathy seems to have withdrawn
emotionally. But Cathy's withdrawal may be a reaction to Jamie's callous tendency to bask in
celebrity and ignore the mandate to keep home fires burning. In sum, there is no definitive
reason why. One could as easily conclude from the evidence that they simply "grew apart," as
the nondescript conventional phrase puts it. Since there is no "there there" when it comes to
reasons, the only lesson the play can or does teach as the audience puts all the pieces in
place is that the more information you get, the blurrier the picture you come away with.

Since the show was reportedly based on the collapse of Brown's first marriage, one could feel
free to view this indeterminacy as a cop-out that leaves little to offend an ex-spouse. Equally
one could view it as profound.

But it is undeniable in its emotional impact. The whole show is sung, and the sinuous, pulsing
music is put at the service of the lyrics most of the time. Brown's way with words calls to
mind Sondheim at his supplest. He doesn't craft tunes you can carry away, as Sondheim often
does, but he serves up wistful that punches you in the gut in the same way, and leaves space
for wisecracks sung as if they were spoken with perfect timing. And in this show, backed by a
small, string-heavy pit band, the orchestration has a plaintive quality and a rock-y feel that
calls to mind Spring Awakening. Enough said.

Every element of this production is just about perfect. It's hard to imagine a better Jamie than
John Loughney, loping around the stage with a constantly expressive, ever changing
demeanor that keeps us off-balance with emotional surprises and funny remarks. Carolyn
Myers' Cathy is equally mercurial, moving rapidly from toughness to brassy stage audition
showoffiness to exultation to desolation, and back again. Each of them can deliver a sung line
with the kind of expressive subtlety one ordinarily expects to hear only in speech - while
landing on pitch (well, almost always) while the band lurches into an unexpected key. Even
the band, behind violinist and conductor Jeffry Newberger, is tight and flexible. As always,
when things are going just right, it's hard to distinguish the director's creative control from the
successful efforts of the ensemble, but obviously director Jay D. Brock must have been doing
a great deal right.

So: just go. This is theater on all cylinders. And if you should miss the production at Limelight

in April, it will be moving on to spend part of May at 1st Stage Theatre in McLean, Virginia.

 

The Last Five Years, April 9th to April 24th, Kreeger Auditorium, Jewish Community Center,
6125 Montrose Road, Rockville, MD. 800-838-3006. www.mdlimelight.com . Tickets $30
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 A lawyer, blogger, and critic of many yearsâ€™ standing,
Jack is a regular columnist on public affairs and the law
for the Maryland Daily Record. For several years he
reviewed theater for the Baltimore Business Journal and
books for the Baltimore Sun. His writings have appeared
in the Washington Post and the Wall Street Journal, as
well as the Maryland and Georgetown Law Journals and
other professional legal and literary publications. Check
out his blog, www.thebigpictureandthecloseup.com . He is
delighted to be reviewing theater once again.
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2010 AWARDS SEASON A BEHANDING IN
SPOKANE A LITTLE NIGHT
MUSIC A VIEW FROM THE
BRIDGE ADAM LAMBERT
ADDAMS FAMILY ALTAR BOYZ
AMERICAN IDIOT AMERICAN
IDOL ANDREW LLOYD-WEBBER
AVENUE Q BC/EFA BROADWAY
BARES BYE BYE BIRDIE
CHEYENNE JACKSON CIRQUE DU
SOLEIL COME FLY AWAY CORBIN
BLEU DAME EDNA Daniel Day-

Lewis GLEE GOD OF
CARNAGE HAIR IDINA MENZEL
JONATHAN GROFF JULIE
ANDREWS KEN FALLIN KRISTIN
CHENOWETH LA CAGE AUX
FOLLES LIN-MANUEL MIRANDA
LIZA MINNELLI LOOPED LOVE
NEVER DIES MEMPHIS MICHAEL
CRAWFORD PROMISES,
PROMISES RAGTIME RED ROCK
OF AGES SPIDER-MAN STEPHEN
SONDHEIM SUSAN BOYLE
WICKED

 

BROADWAY
NATIONAL TOURS
ALABAMA - Birmingham
ALASKA - Anchorage
ARIZONA - Mesa
ARIZONA - Phoenix
ARIZONA - Tempe
ARKANSAS - Little Rock
CALIFORNIA - Costa Mesa
CALIFORNIA - Los Angeles
CALIFORNIA - Sacramento
CALIFORNIA - San Diego
CALIFORNIA - San Francisco
CALIFORNIA - Santa Barbara
COLORADO - Denver

INDIANA - Indianpolis
INDIANA - South Bend
IOWA - Des Moines
KANSAS - Wichita
KENTUCKY - Louisville
LOUISIANA - New Orleans
MAINE
MARYLAND - Baltimore
MASSACHUSETTS - Boston
MICHIGAN - Detroit
MINNESOTA - Minneapolis
MINNESOTA - St. Paul
MISSISSIPPI - Jackson
MISSOURI - Kansas City
MISSOURI - St. Louis

OHIO - Cincinnati
OHIO - Cleveland
OHIO - Columbus
OHIO - Dayton
OKLAHOMA - Oklahoma City
OKLAHOMA - Tulsa
OREGON - Portland
PENNSYLVANIA - Philadelphia
PENNSYLVANIA - Pittsburgh
RHODE ISLAND
SOUTH CAROLINA
SOUTH DAKOTA - Sioux Falls
TENNESSEE - Memphis
TENNESSEE - Nashville
TEXAS - Austin

LONDON - WEST END
ARGENTINA
AUSTRALIA
BELGIUM
BRAZIL
CANADA - QUEBEC
CANADA - TORONTO
CHINA
FRANCE
GERMANY
INDIA
IRELAND
ISRAEL
ITALY
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CONNECTICUT
CONNECTICUT - Hartford
DELAWARE
FLORIDA
FLORIDA - Ft. Lauderdale
FLORIDA - Jacksonsville
FLORIDA - Orlando
FLORIDA - St. Petersburg
FLORIDA - Tampa
GEORGIA - Atlanta
HAWAII
IDAHO - Boise
ILLINOIS - Chicago

MONTANA
NEBRASKA - Omaha
NEW HAMPSHIRE
NEW JERSEY
NEVADA - Las Vegas
NEW MEXICO - Albuquerque
NEW YORK - Buffalo
NEW YORK - Central New York
NEW YORK - Rockland
NEW YORK - Westchester
NORTH CAROLINA - Charlotte
NORTH CAROLINA - Raleigh
NORTH DAKOTA - Fargo

TEXAS - Dallas
TEXAS - Houston
TEXAS - San Antonio
UTAH - Salt Lake City
VERMONT
VIRGINIA - Norfolk
WASHINGTON - Seattle
WASHINGTON, DC
WEST VIRGINIA
WISCONSIN - Appleton
WISCONSIN - Madison
WISCONSIN - Milwaukee
WYOMING - Casper

JAPAN
MEXICO
NETHERLANDS
NEW ZEALAND
PHILIPPINES
PRAGUE
SOUTH AFRICA
SOUTH KOREA
SPAIN
SWITZERLAND
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