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The mother (Sarah Philippa, left) and the wife (Rachel Despina
Toprac) of a man (Michael Weinberg) spar over who is most deserving
of his love in "The Women." (Opera Alterna)
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Modest at Best, but No Less Operatic
By Anne Midgette
Washington Post Staff Writer 
Tuesday, July 15, 2008

What is the difference between opera
and musical theater? Some
composers will tell you that it's an
opera house. That's not the view of
Opera Alterna, a small new
company with a mission to bring
opera to different kinds of spaces
around the Washington area.
Example: the Capital Fringe
Festival, where the company is
offering a double bill, at the
Warehouse mainstage, that is anything but grand. "The
Women" and "Signor Deluso," both by Thomas
Pasatieri, run well under an hour.

They are unmistakably opera, though, despite the
small forces and the piano standing in for the original
orchestration. One distinction lies in the way Pasatieri
writes for the voice, and the way the performers sing.
Opera is not amplified: no mikes here. Opera is also
about conveying drama through music, and, even
given the limitations of some of the young voices, the
fact that Pasatieri knows how to make points in music
comes through loud and clear.

Pasatieri is himself an illustration of how context can
affect opera. These two pieces date from 1965 ("The
Women"), when Pasatieri was at the start of what
looked like a brilliant composing career, and 1974
("Signor Deluso"), when he was being hailed as the
next great thing in American opera. (The Washington
Opera presented his "The Seagull" in 1978, with
Evelyn Lear in the cast.) But the career returned to
Earth; his works were seen as too tonal, facile and old-fashioned. By 1983 he had written
17 operas -- and left the field. He was making more money as one of Hollywood's most
successful orchestrators, something he has been doing ever since: His credits include
"The Shawshank Redemption," "The Little Mermaid" and, most recently, "WALL E."

In 2002, the Manhattan School of Music revived "The Seagull" -- which looked a lot
better in an opera world now full of neo-romantic composers who are not so good at
writing effectively for the voice. And Pasatieri found that he still had lingering traces of Business Jobs
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the opera bug. A result, last summer, were two new Pasatieri operas: "Frau Margot" in
Fort Worth, and "The Hotel Casablanca" for the 50th anniversary of the San Francisco
Opera's prestigious Merola training program for young singers.

Opera Alterna's double bill certainly
showed that Pasatieri knows how to write
opera. "The Women" is a miniature
depicting a kind of purgatory in which a
man's wife and mother fight over him and
destroy him in the process. The blending
and clashing of the three voices could have
been quite powerful, had the voices in
question been stronger.

"Signor Deluso" is an exuberant sendup of
over-the-top comic opera plots, filled with
effusive lovers leaping with alacrity to

wrong conclusions in floods of extreme vocalism. The young lovers Celie and Leon have
been separated for a year; Celie's father wants her to marry another; Celie worries that
Leon may have forgotten her and faints; Signor Deluso, happening by, tries to revive her;
Mrs. Deluso, spying them, decides they are lovers; and so on.

It is frothy and fun, and perfect for a young cast, though many of the exuberant arias
were written for better voices than those available here. However, Daniele Lorio made a
big sweet sound as Celie; Tad Czyzewski, a baritone, was a respectable Deluso; and
Sarah Philippa, one of the company's two founders, was vocally apt, if a little clunky as
an actress, as Deluso's wife and, in "The Women," the mother. Yufen Chou did yeoman
service at the piano, holding it all together.

Incidentally, these works have some significant local connections: "Signor Deluso" had
its premiere at Wolf Trap, and the first performance of "The Women," at Aspen, Colo.,
was conducted by a young contemporary of Pasatieri's named Leonard Slatkin.

These works will be performed again on July 26 at 9 p.m. and July 27 at 6:30 p.m.

Computer Jobs
Construction Jobs
Education Jobs
Engineering Jobs
Healthcare Jobs

Legal Jobs
Management Jobs
Media Jobs
Non-Profit Jobs
Sales Jobs
Science Jobs

Find Your Dream Job Now!

Jobs by SimplyHired

FEATURED ADVERTISER LINKS

Lawsuit: Cochlear Implants, Seroquel, Accutane, Yaz
Gallbladder, Januvia, TVT Sling, Shoulder Pain
Pumps

Gulf Oil Spill, Class Action, Mesothelioma, Asbestos,
Plumbing, Lung Cancer, Avandia

Get peace of mind now with Equifax ID Patrol.

Russia Now: In-Depth Coverage of Russia News,
Business, and More.

Responsibility Project by Liberty Mutual.

TimeSpace: Navigate articles, photos, video and
commentary from around the globe.

Looking to buy a home? Visit TWP Real Estate
section for the latest open houses.

The Three Most
Popular Ideas
for Making
Urban Transport
Bette...

I'm Much More Successful Than My Best Friend. ...
Little Boys and Girls Haven't Always Dressed D...
Covert Affairs: The Best Girl-Spy Show Since A...

See All of Slate »

Share


http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/14/AR2008071402092.html%3Freferrer=reddit&title=Modest at Best, but No Less Operatic
http://twitter.com/home?status=Modest at Best, but No Less Operatic - http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/14/AR2008071402092.html
http://del.icio.us/post?v=4&partner=wpni&noui&jump=close&url=http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/14/AR2008071402092.html%3Freferrer=delicious&title=%22Modest at Best, but No Less Operatic%22 By Anne Midgette&notes=What is the difference between opera and musical theater? Some composers will tell you that it's an opera house. That's not the view of Opera Alterna, a small new company with a mission to bring opera to different kinds of spaces around the Washington area. Example: the Capital Fringe Festival,...
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/14/AR2008071402092.html&title=Modest at Best, but No Less Operatic
http://www.slate.com/
http://www.slate.com/id/2260366?nav=wp
http://www.slate.com/id/2260366?nav=wp
http://www.slate.com/id/2259934?nav=wp
http://www.slate.com/id/2259934?nav=wp
http://www.slate.com/id/2259970?nav=wp
http://www.slate.com/id/2259970?nav=wp
http://www.slate.com/id/2259928?nav=wp
http://www.slate.com/id/2260392?nav=wp
http://www.slate.com/id/2260392?nav=wp
http://www.slate.com/id/2260365?nav=wp
http://www.slate.com/id/2260365?nav=wp
http://www.slate.com/id/2258112?nav=wp
http://www.slate.com/id/2258112?nav=wp
http://www.slate.com/id/2260554?nav=wp
http://www.slate.com/id/2260554?nav=wp
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/07/14/AR2010071402850.html?nav=hcmoduletmv
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/07/13/AR2010071301472.html?nav=hcmoduletmv
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/07/13/AR2010071305992.html?nav=hcmoduletmv
http://nationaljobs.washingtonpost.com/a/all-jobs/list/q-onet:(15*)
http://nationaljobs.washingtonpost.com/a/all-jobs/list/q-onet:(47*)
http://nationaljobs.washingtonpost.com/a/all-jobs/list/q-onet:(25*)
http://nationaljobs.washingtonpost.com/a/all-jobs/list/q-onet:(17*)
http://nationaljobs.washingtonpost.com/a/all-jobs/list/q-onet:(29*)
http://nationaljobs.washingtonpost.com/a/all-jobs/list/q-onet:(23*)
http://nationaljobs.washingtonpost.com/a/all-jobs/list/q-onet:(11*)
http://nationaljobs.washingtonpost.com/a/all-jobs/list/q-onet:(27*)
http://nationaljobs.washingtonpost.com/a/all-jobs/list/q-onet:(21*)
http://nationaljobs.washingtonpost.com/a/all-jobs/list/q-onet:(41*)
http://nationaljobs.washingtonpost.com/a/all-jobs/list/q-onet:(19*)
http://www.slate.com/id/2260392?wpisrc=xs_wp_0001
http://www.slate.com/id/2260392?wpisrc=xs_wp_0001
http://www.simplyhired.com/?aff_id=11329
http://www.simplyhired.com/?aff_id=11329
http://www.weitzlux.com/cochlear-implants-lawsuit_1933467.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/seroquel-lawsuit_609553.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/Accutane-isotretinoin_403474.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/yaz-gallbladder_1961448.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/yaz-gallbladder_1961448.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/januvia-lawyer_1961441.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/tvt-mesh_1961527.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/shoulder-pain_1937467.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/shoulder-pain_1937467.html
http://www.erinonyourside.com/environmental-litigation/brockovich-gulf-oil-spill.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/bp-class-action_1961880.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/mesothelioma-lawyer_1055.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/asbestos-cancer_107.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/asbestos-plumbing_1936970.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/asbestos-lung-cancer_612371.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/avandia-lawsuit_1556271.html
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;225438534;49142628;l?http://www.equifax.com/id-patrol/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;219459861;4475171;r?http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-adv/advertisers/russia/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;219459861;4475171;r?http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-adv/advertisers/russia/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;224751315;47010577;a;pc=[TPAS_ID]?http://www.responsibilityproject.com/?src=B237&dfaid=1#fbid=8MMBuSV3YRj
http://timespace.washingtonpost.com/project/world/
http://timespace.washingtonpost.com/project/world/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/real-estate/dc-buy-home.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/real-estate/dc-buy-home.html
http://www.slate.com/id/2260392?wpisrc=xs_wp_0001
http://www.slate.com/id/2260392?wpisrc=xs_wp_0001
http://www.slate.com/id/2260392?wpisrc=xs_wp_0001
http://www.slate.com/id/2260392?wpisrc=xs_wp_0001
http://www.slate.com/id/2260392?wpisrc=xs_wp_0001
http://www.slate.com/id/2259970?wpisrc=xs_wp_0001
http://www.slate.com/id/2260366?wpisrc=xs_wp_0001
http://www.slate.com/id/2259934?wpisrc=xs_wp_0001
http://www.slate.com/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fwp-dyn%2Fcontent%2Farticle%2F2008%2F07%2F14%2FAR2008071402092.html%3Freferrer%3Dfacebook&src=sp


Modest at Best, but No Less Operatic - washingtonpost.com

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/07/14/AR2008071402092.html[7/14/2010 7:14:53 PM]

NEWS  | POLITICS  | OPINIONS  | BUSINESS  | LOCAL  | SPORTS  | ARTS & LIVING  | GOING
OUT GUIDE

JOBS  | CARS  | REAL ESTATE  | RENTALS  |
CLASSIFIEDS

© Copyright  1996- 2010 The Washington Post Company | User Agreement and Privacy Policy  | Reprints and Permissions Help  | Contact Us

How federal government cafeterias stack up

» Top 35 Arts & Living Articles
» Most Popular on washingtonpost.com

© 2008 The Washington Post Company

  Buy a link here  

Sponsored Links

TODAY: iPads for $23.78?
Report: Apple iPads are being auctioned for an incredible 83% off!
ConsumerProductsDigest.com

Get Serious Savings
Auto Insurance Quote: Get Discounts & Bonuses to Help You Save Big!
www.Allstate.com

WeightWatchers.com
Visit the official site to learn how to lose weight & keep it off.
www.WeightWatchers.com

washingtonpost.com : Contact Us  | Work for Us  | Advertisers  | Site Map  | Search Terms  | Topics Index  | Make us your homepage  | Newsletters  | Mobile  | RSS  | Widgets
The Washington Post: Subscribe  | Home Delivery Service  | Advertisers  | PostPoints  | e-Replica  | Online Photo Store  | The Washington Post Store  | About The Post
The Washington Post Company: Information and Other Post Co. Websites

SEARCH: Search Archives

http://www.washingtonpost.com?hpid=bottomnav/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/politics/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/opinions/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/business/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/sports/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/artsandliving/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/gog/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/gog/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wl/jobs/home?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/cars/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/real-estate/index.html?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/rentals?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/classifieds/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interact/longterm/talk/copy.htm?nav=globebot
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interact/longterm/talk/members.htm?nav=globebot
http://help.washingtonpost.com/ics/support/default.asp?deptID=15080&task=knowledge&questionID=302?nav=globebot
javascript:void(window.open('http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/admin/help/popup/frame_page.html','help', 'width=730,height=600,scrollbars=true,toolbar=no,menubar=no,resizable=true'))
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contactus/index.html?nav=globebot
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/07/13/AR2010071301514.html?nav=hcmoduletmv
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/artsandliving/artsandliving-mv.html?nav=tmv
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/most-popular.html?nav=tmv
http://washingtonpost.adsonar.com/admin/advertisers/indexPl.jsp
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contactus/
http://www.washingtonpostmedia.com/careers/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-adv/mediakit/adinfo/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contents/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/newssearch/nsStatic
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/topicpages/
javascript:history.go(0);
http://www.washingtonpost.com/newsletters/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contents/mobile/mobilewebsite.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/rss/index.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/widgets/
https://subscription.washpost.com/subscriberservices/subscriber.portal?state=welcome&oscode=RPWS
https://subscription.washpost.com/subscriber.portal?state=welcome
http://washingtonpostads.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/registration/postpoints/
http://thewashingtonpost.newspaperdirect.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/buyphotos
http://www.cafepress.com/washingtonpost
http://www.washpost.com/
http://www.washpostco.com/
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/washingtonpost/search.html

	washingtonpost.com
	Modest at Best, but No Less Operatic - washingtonpost.com


	FSMjAwODA3MTQwMjA5Mi5odG1sAA==: 
	searchform1: 
	keywords: 
	input0: 


	FSMjAwODA3MTQwMjA5Mi5odG1sAA==: 
	form1: 
	q: keywords
	l: location
	button3: 


	FSMjAwODA3MTQwMjA5Mi5odG1sAA==: 
	searchform2: 
	keywords: 
	input0: 




